AR-008-377 @

ARL-GD-39
D-A274 981
Bl
‘nlnnln 4, AUSTRALIA
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

DEFENCE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ORGANISATION
AERONAUTICAL RESEARCH LABORATORY

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA

General Document 39

FISHERMENS BEND - A CENTRE OF AUSTRALIAN AVIATION

by

- J.L. KEPERT
M& \
gy o -
. E&ﬁ o
¥ 6‘»?;’;'3“

/ Approved for public release.

© COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 1993

SEPTEMBER 1993

94-02037
94 1 24 013 I

@:.‘




L °
. 3
i D)
L4 °
ry

This work is copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the
Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced by any process without ® o
prior written permission from the Australlan Government Publishing
Services. Requests and enquiries conceming reproduction and rights
should be addressed to the Manager, Commonwealth Information
Services, Australian Government Publishing Services, GPO Box 84,

Canberra ACT 2601. . .
d o

; . o o

i °

A °

g °

® °

g
1

. THE UNITED STATES NATIONAL ‘
TECHNICAL INFORMATION SEAVICE

1S AUTHORISED TO

]
}
MNEPAODUCE AND SELL THIS REPORT !




AR-008-377

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
DEFENCE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ORGANISATION
AERONAUTICAL RESEARCH LABORATORY

General Document 39

FISHERMENS BEND - A CENTRE OF AUSTRALIAN AVIATION

by
J.L. KEPERT

SUMMARY

Since 1919 Fishermens Bend Victoria has been a major centre of Australian aviation. Many
of Australia’s great aviation achievements were born there. From its formation in 1939 the
Aeronautical Research Laboratory, situated astride this activity at the "Bend", has provided
scientific and technical support to numerous aeronautical endeavours occurring in its
surrounds. This report summarises the many activities at the Bend from the first flight of an
S11 Shorthorn from the Carey Airfield in 1919 to the production of the last indigenously built
aircrafi, the Nomad in 1984. The aerodromes have long gone, the roar of aero engines are
contained within test cells, but the strong tradition of Australian aviation still lives on at the

Bend today.
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PREFACE

This publication originated in a booklet prepared as a hand-out for ARL's 50th
anniversary celebrations. The booklet generated a significant response, with many
people volunteering additional information. In consequence, this publication represents
a considerable expansion on the original.

Individual credits for photographs are not given since the origins of many of the
photographs used have been lost with time. Thanks to W. Baker, R. Garrett, F. Harris,
D. Pardee and the Civil Aviation Authority for permission to use photographs from their
extensive collections. Special thanks are due to the Aviation Historical Society of
Australia and its President, Keith Meggs, for providing much of the background material.

The era of aviation at Fishermens Bend lasted a little over 60 years. It will not be
repeated. It is, perhaps, timely to record this era before it fades into oblivion.

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the views of ARL.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In 1989, the Acronautical Research Laboratory (ARL) celebrated its 50th anniversary.
Apart from the first few months of its existence, ARL has been located at Fishermens
Bend in the heart of Melbourne's port area - surely an unlikely spot for an aeronautical
research establishment. So why Fishermens Bend? Simply because the Bend has been,
since the earliest years, a major centre of aviation in Australia specialising in aircraft
design and manufacture.

2. GRAHAM STREET

Aviation first arrived at Fishermens Bend when R.G. Carey with financial backing from
A. Fenton, Mayor of Essendon, purchased four Maurice Farman S.11 Shorthorns from
the Defence Department, (Figs 1-4). These Airco built aircraft had been imported from
the UK by the Federal Government to serve as trainers at the Central Flying School,
Point Cook. Numbered CFS 16, 17, 19 and 20, they were assembled and test flown at
Point Cook during September - October 1917 before entering regular service in which
they were doubtless subjected to the usual number of crashes and subsequent rebuilds.
Declared surplus to requirements in January 1919, and passed in at auction in March
when the only bid received was for £250, they were subsequently bought by Carey and
Fenton.

Graham Carey learnt to fly on a Bleriot XI monoplane (50 HP Gnome rotary) which he
carlier purchased from the flying school at Ham Common, NSW, now RAAF
Richmond. This was the aircraft imported by Maurice Guillaux in April 1914 and used
by him to fly the first official airmail between Melbourne and Sydney. Carey moved
the Bleriot to Ballarat and, after gaining his pilot's licence in November 1916, used it to
operate the Ballarat Flying School. The Bleriot now resides in the Museum of Applied
Arts and Sciences, Sydney.

Carey and Fenton promptly established an airstrip on waste ground immediately south
of the rifle range in Graham Street (Fig 5). An old packing case (Fig 2), which had
formerly housed the Bleriot, provided the only accommodation and Carey lived in this
until more substantial buildings were erected. The Shorthorns were ferried from Point
Cook to Fishermens Bend early in April 1919. During the first delivery flight, Carey
made four forced landings, i.c. about one per 4000 yards, which gives a good indication
of the state of the engine (80 HP Renault).

Joy-flights commenced on 21 April 1919 and, in 1920, the Melbourne Air Service was
established ‘to give instruction in the art of fiying in the neighbourhood of Melbourne'.
To support this artistic objective, more pretentious accommodation supplemented the
packing case. A pre-owned railway signal box served as the booking office while the
single hangar backed on to the butts of the pistol practice range, which must have made
aircraft maintenance a fairly nerve-wracking business.

Despite the primitive conditions, the Shorthoms proved t0 have a remarkable longevity.
Two were destroyed in a gale but, when the Australian Civil Aircraft register was
established on 28 June 1921, the two surviving Shorthorns with constructor’s numbers
(c/n) 1505 and 1326 appeared as G-AUBC (Fig 6) and G-AUCW respectively. These
continued to fly from Port Melboume for many years making the last recorded flight on
12 May 1937. In describing this flight ‘above the swamps and rubbish tips' of
Fishermens Bend, the Age newspaper noted that The speed was laughable, the altitude
reached was quite unremarkable, except that it often threatened the chimneys of houses
and caused panic among & group of grazing horses.'
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Figure 1  Carey's four Maurice Farman Shorthoms on arrival at the Graham Street Aecrodrome,
April 1919. The aircraft still carry their CFS serial numbers while CFS 20 also
carries its original Royal Flying Comps serial B2012 on its rudders. The Bleriot
packing case served as a temporary terminal building.
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Figure2  Another view of the Carey fleet at Graham Street, April 1919, with the pistol
practice butts at the extreme right.




Figure 3 Shorthom CFS 20 with a visiting DH-6 of Shaw-Ross on the Graham Street
Acrodrome 1920. The West Melbourne Gasworks are visible in the distance.

Figure 4 Carey's Shorthoms eventually acquired the typical paintwork of the period.




Figure 5 Aerial view of Graham Street Aerodrome. The railway signal box, one
Shorthorn, Bleriot packing case and the new hangar are in front of the
fence (left to right) with the rifle club buildings behind. Note the four-
masted barque berthed at 16 North Wharf.

Figure 6 Maurice Farman Shorthorn VH-UBC as rebuilt in 1956, originally
G-AUBC.

.
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Still, there must be something about the Bend Air. On 11 March 1956, VH-UBC was
test flown at Moorabbin following a rebuild by Fred Edwards. In 1959 it was sold to
the USA and is now part of the Canadian National Aeronautical Collection. The RAAF
Museum at Point Cook is currently rebuilding G-AUCW from a collection of bits and
pieces. These are probably the only genuine Shorthoms still in existence anywhere in
the world.

3. PORT MELBOURNE

Major H.T. Shaw was born in Terang, Victoria and enlisted in the Royal Engineers
before transferring to the Royal Flying Corps. On & January 1920 together with
Lieutenant H.G. Ross, he founded the Shaw-Ross Engineering and Aviation Co. and
established the Port Melbourne Aerodrome 'behind the sand dunes’ in Ferry Road, (Figs
7.8) now Williamstown Road. A hangar 70 x 50 ft was erected and advertised as
adequate to accommodate four medium sized machines.

Actual operations began on 1 May 1920 using an imported Avro 504K fitted with a 110
HP Le Rhone engine. The fleet was soon augmented by the purchase of De Havilland
DH-6 serial C9374 (later G-AUBW) which, in August 1919, had been imported by
Treloar and Lord from RAF stocks in Egypt. With these two aircraft, Shaw-Ross
quickly established a successful business based on joy-flights and charter flights to
Victorian and Riverina towns. On 7 October 1920, Bill Treloar flew the DH-6 to
Renmark and Loxton to deliver the third issue of the Sunraysia Daily to towns in South
Australia. Subsequent delivery flights struggled against the indifferent landing grounds
in the area and this notable pioneering effort was abandoned at the end of the month.

It was not all work. When the first Victorian Aerial Derby was flown from Epsom
Racecourse, Mordialloc on 27 December 1920, Treloar managed to coax the lumbering
DH-6 into second place on handicap (Fig 9) but Shaw was less successful in the Avro.
Among the nine pilots who competed that day was a Captain H.J. Larkin of whom more
later.

The company gained the agency for Farman aircraft and, early in 1921, imported a
Farman Sport c/n 8 with a 60 HP Le Rhone rotary engine. When this aircraft made its
test flight at Port Melbourne on 4 March 1921, it was the first aircraft of post-war
manufacture to be imported and flown in Australia. It was quickly followed by two
others, c/n 24 and 25, and all three were duly registered as G-AUBV, G-AUDL and G-
AUDC respectively or. 28 June 1921,

In 1921, the newly formed Civil Aviation Branch of the Defence Department required
an acrodrome to have a clear run of 440 yards in any direction; measurements of the
Abscon Aerodrome in France had shown that this was more than adequc.e for even the
most heavily loaded aircraft. The ground slope was not to exceed 1 in 50 and 'the
surface was to be such that a T Model Ford car could travel at 20 miles an hour on it
without unseating the driver by more than an inch or so’. In addition ‘all acrodromes
were to have one wind-sock and to be marked with a circle 20 ft in diameter' thus
specifying the meteorological services and navigation aids required. Since its airstrip
met these precise specifications, more or less (its actual dimensions were 460 x 300
yards), Shaw-Ross applied for an aerodrome licence on 8 May 1921. On 30 May 1921,
Acrodrome Licence No.l (Fig 7) was formally issued for the Fishermens Bend
Acrodrome, Port Melbourne.
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This was too late for Hubert Ross. On 22 May, he took off from Port Melbourne in the
Avro on a joy-flight with two passengers, Cyril Harris and Jessic Dorman. When
heading towards the bay, the aircraft suddenly fell into a spin and crashed into the yard
of a cottage. There were no survivors. '1 am of the opinion that the accident was due to
the unfortunate jamming of the heel of Miss Dorman's shoe, thereby rendering the
rudder control useless and causing the machine to dive to the ground’ was the
explanation offered by the Superintendent of Acrodromes, Civil Aviation Branch. This
was one of the first, if not the first, official aircraft accident investigation to be
conducted in Australia and it introduced such tasks to the Bend.

Aeronautical reseaich was inroduced shortly afterwards when, on 15 June 1921,
Lieutenant V. Rendle flew a series of trials at the Port Melbourne Aerodrome to test the
Petersen Acroplane Magnetic Landing Platform (whatever that was). Results were
inconclusive and advantages not determined - in research, some things don't change.

Despite the loss of one of its partners, the Shaw-Ross company prospered and proved
highly innovative. Trial deliveries of the Herald newspaper to bayside holiday resorts
began in November 1921, the Port Melbourne Flying Club was formed (membership 5/-
per annum) and, in conjunction with the firm Airspy, an excellent aerial photography
service was provided for the Melbourne Harbour Trust. One Farman Sport was fitted
with an engine designed and built at Melbourne University; presumably the horizontally
opposed air-cooled engine designed by W.E. Bassett. In recognition of his
achievements, Harry Shaw was awarded the 1922 Oswald Watt medal.

There were hiccups of course. After making a forced landing in Vaughn's Paddock,
Phillip Island, Shaw wrote off Farman Sport G-AUDC on 9 February 1923 when it
collided with a fence during the antempted take-off. This, and lesser mishaps, were
absorbed and, on 8 April 1924, Shaw-Ross became the first firm to complete the
reconditioning of an Imperial Gift aircraft for the RAAF. By this time, Port Melbourne
Acrodrome was being used regularly by RAAF aircraft commuting frem Point Cook
and the Federal Government eventually contributed the princely sum of £50 towards
acrodrome tmprovements, including the removal of a marine navigation beacon and
telephone poles on the southem boundary. However, this was only a temporary
repricve and, in June 1928, the Secretary to the Air Board advised that Port Melbourne
was now considered unsuitable for RAAF use because of encroaching sand, houses,
power and telephone poles, etc.

On 1 July 1928, the company changed its name to the Shaw Aviation Company and, in
1929. moved 1o Essendon Acrodrome. With the onset of the depression, it fell upon
hard umes and went into liquidation in 1931. The company finally disappeared from
the aviation scene on 7 August 1931 when a fire, in dubious circumstances, destroyed
its Esse uun hangar, the DH-6 and the two Farmans.

-




NO Voo, AL Form 16.

Class . AVRRO (504K) .

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE.

AIR NAVIGATION REGULATIONS 1821

LICENCE FOR AERODROME.

1. Situation of Aerodrome ... Fisherman's Bard, Pecrt Velbtourne.

2. Xume of Licenser The Shaw Ross Engineorizg & Aviation Company.
3. Address of Licepsee ... 320 Collins Street, Nelhourna.

4. Nationality of Licensce ... British.

The above aerodrome is bereby licensed to be used as a regular piace of landing or
departure for aircraft carrving passengers or goods for hire or reward for a period uf

—...day of.Tm-.Juns 11921

to the Thirty-first .—day of ..}ay. ————=1922. inclusive, subject to the ordcrs
made by the Minister for Defence under tbe Air Navigation Regulations 1921, and subject
to the conditions set out below.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS.

1. Adcquate first aid facilities always to be available at any licensed aerodrome where pupils are under
instruction.

9. Extract trom Air Navigation Regulations 1921.— Regulation 87.— Nothing i these Regulations shall b
construed as conferring on aoy aircraft, as agninst the owner of any land, or any person iuterested in any
Innd, the right to land on that Jand or as prrjudicing the rights or remedies of any perron in respect to any
injurs to persons or property csused by any aircrait.

3. Ground markiogy must be provided as required. (Vide Regulation 14.)

4. Use of this serodrome restricted to Avro (504K} and similar types of machines only.

Department of Defence, * “Secretary 1o the Air Council.

Melbourne. -
C.4396. Date.—3Q.45.1920 a0

———twelve months —— from the. " Fizst

Figure 7a Licence for Fishermens Bend Aerodrome
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Figure 8  Aerial view of the Port Melboume Aerodrome with the Shaw-Ross hangar at top
lefi. The hand-written captions indicate the planned acrodrome improvements.

Figure 9 The Shaw-Ross DH6 struggles to keep up with a Lasco Sopwith Dove in the first
Victorian Aerial Derby. The Sopwith Gall on the ground is probably G. EAIL, later
G-AUBY.
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4. COODE ISLAND

When, in 1835, John Batman sailed up the Yarra River to discover Melboumne, he was
forced to make a wide swing to the north. This northward curve in the river was
subsequently called Fishermens Bend. As Melbourne grew, Fishermens Bend and its
associated Humbug Reach became an increasing hazard to shipping until, in 1887, Sir
John Coode by-passed the problem with Coode Canal. This formed an island which,
not surprisingly, became known as Coode Island. To that fiery character H.J. Larkin,
Coode Island looked like the spot for an acrodrome.

4.1 Larkin Aircraft Supply Co

After being wounded at Gallipoli, Jimmy Larkin was discharged from the Australian
Light Horse Brigade and joined the Royal Flying Corps. On 11 June 1919, he founded
the Larkin-Sopwith Aviation Co. as Australian agents for the Sopwith Aviation Co.
When Sopwith folded up, Larkin's company was re-registered as the Larkin Aircraft
Supply Co. or Lasco on 1 July 1921. An aerodrome was established on waste ground
behind the Caulfield Racecourse (Aerodrome Licence No. 4 issued 1 October 1921,
lapsed 31 March 1922) but this was short-lived and Lasco moved to the new
government aerodrome at Essendon. Just when everyone was comfortably settled,
some Water Board or other started to dig a great hole right alongside the acrodrome.
Called the Essendon Service Reservoir, it remains to this day as a shining, and
apparently cverlasting, monument to burcaucratic non-co-operation. Properly incensed
by this vandalism, Larkin vowed to have nothing more to do with government
aerodromes and moved t~ Coode Island.

Much filling was required in the swampy ground and the acrodrome area, as finally
surveyed, was 700 x 470 yards (Fig 10). Hangars, administration offices and a fully
equipped aircraft factory (Fig 11) were erected at a cost of £30,000, a lot of money in
those days, and Aerodrome Licence No. 22 was formally issued to K.R.M. Farmer on 1
October 1927 to cover Coode Island Aerodrome. Lasco had previously established a
close relationship with Keith Farmer when it imported Avro S04K G-AUFP on his
behalf and this relationship continued throughout the life of the company. Now named
Melbourne Airport, Coode Island Aerodrome was officially opened by Governor
General Lord Stonehaven on 20 October 1927.

Lasco’s air transport subsidiary was called Australian Aerial Services (AAS) (Figs 12-
14). AAS was formed in 1922 to operate a scheduled Adelaide - Sydney service under
contract to the Federal Government. Services began on 2 June 1924 and continued,
with several route variations, until the government, disenchanted by an effective
subsidy of £4 per letter carried, cancelled the contract in June 1930.

In 1928, the government decided to improve the mail service between Darwin and
Brisbane by linking Camooweal, the north-western terminus of the existing Qantas
service, with Daly Waters, the proposed southem terminus of the railway line from
Darwin. To everyone's stupefaction, the contract was awarded to Lasco despite the
proximity of Qantas and the remoteness of other Lasco operations. Commenting on this
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strange decision in its August 1928 edition, Aircraft said 'An advisory committee was
appointed to deal with the matter in the Minister's absence and the manner in which the
committee did its job inspires the profound hope that it will never again be allowed to
meddle in mauers on which, taken as a body, it has shown itself so hopelessly
unqualified to advise'.

To compound the problems created, the railway never did reach Daly Waters; it ran out
of steam in the bush near Birdum Creek, some 50 miles to the north. For four years, the
gap was filled by a car (but only in the dry season), which was not exactly what the
advisory committee had anticipated.

Initially, two aircraft of Sopwith design were used on AAS services, Sopwith Antelope
G-AUSS (Fig 15) and Sopwith Wallaby G-AUDU. Lasco then contracted for the
delivery of Handasyde aircraft but contracts were transferred to the Air Navigation and
Engineering Co. (ANEC) when Handasyde failed to deliver. ANEC re-designed the
Handasyde monoplane as a biplane to Lasco requirements, called it the ANEC III and
delivered three 1o Lasco in 1926. The only ANEC III's built, the three aircraft ¢/n 1-3
were registered as G-AUEZ, G-AUFC and G-AUGF respectively (later to become VH-
UEZ, UFC, UGF Fig 16). As an interim measure, three DH-50A aircraft c/n 129-131
were imported in 1924 as G-AUEI EJ and EK. This fleet operated AAS services
including those terminating in Melbourne (Figs 17-19).

Lasco embarked on aircraft construction at Coode Island (Fig 20), with an Avro 504K
built in the jigs and fixtures used for reconditioning RAAF aircraft. Apparently the
designers, A.V. Roe and Co., were not consulted. Registered on 17 February 1928 as
G-AUGP, the Avro was used for pilot training and Arthur Butler (of Butler Air
Transport fame) learnt to fly on this aircraft. Its brief career ended in a crash at
Melboumne on 21 March 1930.

In 1928, W.S. Shackleton was appointed as Chief Engineer. Bill Shackleton had
previously acquired experience in aircraft design with various firms including Bleriot
and Beardmore. During his three years with Lasco, Shackleton designed the Lascoter
VH-UKT, (Figs 21,22) (240 HP Siddeley Puma engine) which made its test flight at
Coode Island on 25 May 1929. This was the first Australian designed aircraft to receive
a full centificate of airworthiness. Then followed the similar Lascondor VH-UMY (Figs
23,24) (three 150 HP Armstrong - Siddeley Mongoose engines) first flown at Coode
Island on 23 March 1930. Finally, the highly successful Lark glider was flown at
Coode Island on 12 December 1930 and, in 1931, broke the Australian duration record
on three occasions; the last with a flight of 2 hr 40 min.

Shackleton was also responsibie for the re-design of engine installations including the
replacement of the 110 HP Le Rhone rotary in Sopwith Gnu VH-UBY, which Farmer
bought from Lasco in October 1928, with a 220 HP Wright Whirlwind J.5 radial. He
undertook a major re-design of the ANEC's in an effort to improve their performance,
they cruised at a stately 77 mph, substituting 420 HP Armstrong - Siddeley Jaguar IVA
radials for the 375 HP Rolls-Royce Eagles and increasing the seating capacity from 6 to
10. When rebuilt to this new design, the two surviving ANEC's were dubbed Lasco
Lascowls (Figs 25,26). The third, G-AUFC (Fig 27), was considered not worth
rebuilding after it collected a fence during take-off from Hay on 27 December 1927.
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Shackleton returned to England in 1931 but his story had an interesting postscript when
the Beardmore Wee Bee, another Shackleton design, arrived in 1933. Powered by a 32
HP Bristol Cherub engine, only one example (G-EBJJ) of this ultra-light was ever built.
It was imported by P.T. Parker, assembled and test flown at Coode Island before
departing to rural areas where it continued in use as VH-URJ until 1948,

After the Lascoter, the next aircraft to be built was DH-SOA VH-UMN (Fig 28)
registered on 20 September 1929. When completed, this aircraft was firted with shorn
metal floats for joy-riding around bayside holiday resorts but it soon reverted to
landplane configuration. Together with G-AUEJ and EK, it was later converted by
Lasco to a DH-50J by fitting a Bristol Jupiter radial in place of the Siddeley Puma.
Lasco had successfully tendered for a contract (signed 15 April 1929) to built 32 DH.
60G Moths for the RAAF. These aircraft numbered A7-23 10 A7-54 were delivered
between June 1930 and March 1931 (Fig 29). At least three subsequently appeared on
the civil register and one of these, VH-AFR ex A7-44, was eventually exported to the
USA as N168G. Thus, including the Lark glider, 37 aircraft were built at Coode Island.

Lasco's agency, (Figs 30,31), for Blackbum aircraft proved unrewarding and only two
Blackbum Bluebirds, VH-UNS and VH-UOC, were imported. The latter didn't last
long. It was written off on 20 November 1930 after a radius rod failed on take-off from
Coode Island; the undercarriage collapsed and the aircraft overturned. The former was
used by Ludwig Nudl to test his "Raysola" ignition device, advertised as enabling high
performance engines to run satisfactorily on low grade fuel. This is the modern
equivalent of the old alchemists' dream of turning lead into gold and is about as
successful. It re-surfaces at the Bend from time to time; more recently with an attempt
1o use brown coal as the low grade fuel.

Coode Island was also used briefly by Skywriting, Australian Division, an offshoot of
the UK parent Savage Skywriting Co. Two SE-5a's, G-EBQA and G-EBVB, arrived in
March 1928 and were used later that year by G.A. Lingham to write such deathless
prose as HELLO and LUX in the skies above Melbourne and Sydney. The local
advertising world was unimpressed and both aircraft were shipped back to the UK in
December without ever receiving Australian registrations.

AAS suffered a fatal accident when Lascowl VH-UGF crashed at Temora, NSW on 14
July 1931. VH-UEIJ became the second aircraft to be lost within 12 months when it
burnt out following a misjudged forced landing in fog at Methul, NSW on 9 June 1932.
After that, Lasco's decline was rapid. AAS ceased operating in 1933, the Lasco School
of Flying (Fig 32) closed in May, aircraft were sold or scrapped and, by 1934, staff had
reduced from a peak of 113 (Fig 33) to 7. The remaining assets were acquired, via New
England Airways, by Airlines of Australia which, on 11 March 1937, announced plans
to establish a flying training school at Coode Island. Through lack of government
support, nothing eventuated.
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Melbourne
CIVIL AVIATION BRANCH DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE AUSTRALIA
NOTICE TO AIRMEN NO. 11/1928.

vz wp weenvrp 1e:5y COODE ISLAND, VIC.
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CLASS OF SROUND: Private serodrome licensed for all types of
isandplanes.

PROPRIETORS: Llarkin Aircraft Supply Co. Ltéd., Melbourne.

POSITION: On Coode Ialand, at junction of Maridyruong and Yarrs
Rivers, between city of Melbourne and Hodson's Bay.

t. 37° 49' 3. Llong. 1uh® S&' R.

“IAGH®TIC VARIATION: About 8° E.

DISTINCTIVE PBATURES: River confluencs.

MARIINGS: Hangar roof marked "Melbourne Airport.” Vind {ndica-
ter on hangar.

DESCRIPTICN: Irregular shape, good level surface.

DIXENSIONS: d. - S. 700 yards.

8. = 7. L70 yards.

AEIGHT ABOVE 3ZA LEVEL: About 10 feet,

APPROACHES: Clear on all sides.

SURROUNDING CCOUNTRY: Generally unsuitable for forced landings.

PETROL AND OIL: On eserodromse.

¥ATER SUPPLY: On aerodrome.

FORKSHOPS: Aircraft factory on serodrome.

BANGAR ACCOMMODATION: Yes.

TSLEPHONE: On serodroms (Central 6451).

TELEGRAPH: 3y telephone from serodrome.

NRAREST TCTN: Ci:7 of Melbourne, adout 2% ailes.

NEAREST RAILTAY STATION: Spencer Streset, Helbourne, sbout 24
miles.

REMARKS: This is a private serodrome, and grrangements for
1anding should be made with the proprietors.
Relative strip asps Nos. 5,11, 30, 42, WL3.

-~
/&’72&.,4.——
COXTROLLER OF CIVIL AVIATION,

T-197. 8155, P57,

Figure 10 Coode Island Aerodrome.

@:‘

c@-




O-pry,
LY

— L—o/yom'c G:OU@ E=me—
g0 o /S5y N0 mmm—

Lar 77'a, L5 r
£One /ag S

rm< or ”Aﬂglﬂ
Jca,

i frny 20 Ly




-18-

Figure 12 The Handasydes are coming.
Cover of an AAS timetable ¢. 1925.
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Managing Agents LarkinAirceaftSupplyCalti

TIME TABLE

& General Information

Figure 13 The ANEC'S are come.
Cover of an AAS timetable ¢. 1927.
Designs change but the scenery doesn't.
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Figure 15 Sopwith Antelope G-AUSS "Whip Bird" at Coode Island. This was the only
antelope ever built.

Figure 16 Pant of the Lasco fleet at Coode Island looking directly towards the future site of
ARL which lies behind the trees dimly visible in the distance.




Figure 17 DH-50 aircraft were overhauled and fitted with Bristol Jupiter engines in readiness
for the Camooweal - Daly Waters service of AAS. VH-UEJ "Wattle Bird"” and UEK
"Bell Bird" at Coode Island late in 1929.
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Figure 18 VH-UEJ and EK adopted 2 DH-61 type engine installation for the 515 HP geared
Bristol Jupiter XI.




Figure 19 DH-50) VH-UEK at Coode Island. After service with AAS, it ended its days in
New Guinea with Pacific Aerial Transport.

Figure 20 The Lasco factory at Coode Island
foreground.

with the old course of the Yarra in the
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Figure 21 Designed and built at Coode Island - the Lascoter outside its birthplace.

Figure 22 ArmherviewofmeusooteruCoodelslmdudmmeYaminemgnmﬁmyin
the background.




Figure 23 Roll-out of the Lascondor now registered VH-UMY.

Figure 24 The Lascondor takes to the air.




